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Developing and validating an online test system using written and spoken modes
to measure Japanese lexical knowledge
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Based on our Japanese Common Academic Word Test, we developed two online
tests: (@) a text-only test to assess sight lexical comprehension and (b) an audio test to assess
aural lexical comprehension. These two tests enable us to examine disparities between sight and
aural lexical comprehension.

We administered the two tests to Chinese and Korean students studying Japanese and compared the
results. Students performed better in the text-only test, but disparities between sight and aural
comprehension were more salient among Chinese students than their Korean counterparts. Further,
Korean students displayed a higher correlation between aural and text comprehension, and their
correct response rates in both tests were more parallel. Chinese students seemed to comprehend many
words using their first language knowledge in the text-only test, though they failed to recognize
those words aurally. For future research, we plan to elicit additional data from students of
non-kanji backgrounds.
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