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i o This study examines whether the availability of L2 orthographic forms in
input facilitates L2 Japanese learners® speech perception and production. To improve recognition of

words containing sounds considered difficult, such as long vowels and palatalized sounds (e.g., "
" (ryokou) and ™ " (shukudai)), data were collected using a pretest-training-posttest

procedure. As part of a training program conducted three times a week for three weeks, participants
practiced discriminating minimal pairs while being aware of the number of morae by presenting the
hiragana representation of the words along with their sound. At the same time, a control group was
formed that received audio-only training without any visual information, and the test results were
compared. The results sug?ested that the hiragana representation as visual information could promote
the acquisition of both listening and pronunciation skills.
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One mora = one beat = one hiragana

The basic unit of Japanese pronunciation: K
two-mora words :
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three-mora words :
2. Each mora corresponds to hiragana, takes the same # 3 -
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