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This study explores the significance and potential of Japanese language
education provided to adult immigrants in evening schools. Through four years of participant
observation and interviews at two middle schools, several key findings were identified. Firstly, the

education offered in evening schools extends beyond mere language instruction, facilitating 1)
self-expression, 2) social connectivity, 3) the attribution of meaning to personal experiences, and
4) the development of an acceptance of diversity. This underscores the role of evening schools as
institutions of adult lifelong education. Additionally, it was found that these educational programs

function not as compensatory institutions aimed merely at enhancing missing Japanese language
ﬁkills, but as holistic educational environments fostering the competencies necessary for living in
apan.
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