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Effects of L2 proficiency on word segmentation strategies

Katayama, Tamami

1,200,000

The aim of this study was to determine the effects of phonotactic
constraints of the first language on auditory word recognition in second language. Since it has been
reported that word segmentation strategies were language-specific, it was investigated whether
native Japanese speakers segment L2 speech based on morae. The results revealed that the Japanese
speakers did not use mora but syllabified the target words to identify them while being affected by
the Possible Word Constraints (PWC) especially when the target words were presented auditorily

without spelling.
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