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Acquisition of argument ellipsis in second language
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In this stud%, having Argument Ellipsis as object of study, linguistic data
was obtained from English and Spanish native speakers learning Japanese, together with Japanese
native speakers learning English, as well as Korean native speakers. This was carried out by
developing tasks used in previous studies and follow-up studies newly created for this purpose, thus
enhancing the the capacity to infer the linguistic knowledge of native speakers of each language.
Both acquisition and unlearning of Argument Ellipsis were investigated and cross-linguistic
influence was analyzed at the syntactic level. Results demonstrate that the two groups of learners
of Japanese cannot acquire Argument Ellipsis due to the influence of their first language, while
Japanese learners of English are capable of unlearning Argument Ellipsis. Moreover, it was revealed
that Korean native speakers allowed Korean null arguments to have a new interpretation in a case
where formal teaching and more input are provided.
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