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An investigation into English spelling cognitive processes for literate Japanese
English learners and effective learning methods
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The study investigated how well Japanese native English learners recognize
English spelling rules through two behavioral experiments. The first experiment involved a vowel
sound dictation task using non-existent words, while the second required participants to determine
whether a displayed word was real English word or not. In the first experiment, vocabulary
proficiency correlated with spelling accuracy, and errors were mainly due to the application of
Romanized Japanese spelling rules. However, since it was unclear whether participants accurately
perceived the sounds of the words, the second experiment was conducted. In this task, participants
took longer to judge words when the presented letter strings were less similar to real words
compared to when they cIoseIK resembled them. These findings suggest that although learners made
frequent errors, those with higher vocabulary proficiency had a certain level of awareness of
English spelling rules.
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