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The research investigated the accuracy rates of inferencing unknown words
attained by learners using short narrative passages with controlled vocabulary levels. The accuracy
rates were measured on frequency of vocabulary words, grammatical functions, contextual clues,
strategies used from the contexts, and reading comprehension of the texts. The accuracy rates of the

target words in the form of non-words varied greatly, probably caused by the characteristics of
each target word. The over all accuracy rate of all the target words resulted in similar range as
obtained by earlier research results although it was not high. The result of the whole research
suggests that for learners to acquire vocabulary words, it probably is necessary to repeatedly
encounter the vocabulary items in a variety of contexts.
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