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Foreign Propaganda and lIssues of Mutual Understanding in Sino-Japanese
Relations: An Analysis of the Shuntian-Shibao Newspaper
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The Shuntian-Shibao(1901-1930) was a Chinese-language daily newspaper under

Japanese ownership in Beijing, China®s political centre. It has been said that this newspaper was a
Japanese unilateral propaganda organisation but this was not a consistent feature in the newspaper-"s
30-year history. In fact, around the Xinhai Revolution, the newspaper was also a platform for
Chinese intellectuals to disseminate and share their opinions and views. Since the time of its
inception, the newspaper®s stance had been based on Japan as a reference point and their stance and
attitude did not arouse Chinese people®s antipathy while China was regarding Japan as a model for
modernisation. However, as Chinese people®s perception of Japan worsened with Japan®s expansion into
the continent, the newspaper®s stance based on Japan as a reference point caused structural
contradictions such as arousing Chinese people®s repulsion and hostility.
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