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Amamians in Taiwan under Japanese rule

Takashima, Tomoko
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Taiwan, under Japanese rule in the modern era, was one of the destinations
where the people of the Amami Islands went in search of work. According to the magazine “ Amami
Oshima” , there were more than 5,200 Amamians in Taiwan in the mid-1930s. They formed several
hometown associations while living there as settlers. Some hometown associations organized by the
elite Amamians group held regular meetings mainly for the purpose of friendship. On the other hand,
Amami workers placed importance not only on fellowship but also on mutual aid activities. This was
most likely done in small associations of people from the same village community or with the same
occupation, and an example can be found in the Taiwan Niketsu Amami Association.
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