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A Study on the Medieval Development of the Oxcart(“Gissha™): A Literature and
Objects Approach
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We have been reading and analyzing historical documents related to oxcarts

"Gissha” remaining from the Middle and Early Modern periods. Specifically, we have made
reprints of three important historical documents: “ Shayotousho” owned by Sonkeikaku Bunko, *“
Yoshazatsuyoushou” owned by Yomei Bunko, and “ Okuruma Shinchou Narabini Shuhukushorui” owned by
the Imperial Household Agency®s Shoryou Department. The latter two were reprinted in their entirety
in the research report with explanatory notes on their formation, etc.

In addition, we conducted an on-site survey of two oxcarts of the Kyoto Office of the Imperial
Household Agency, which are still used for the Aoi Matsuri Festival, and accurately measured them.
Furthermore, we made a 1/10th size structural model and a 1/20th size model of the Gyouyouguruma,
which is thought to have been made earlier than the other two, although both were determined to have

been made in the 18th century based on the above literature review.
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