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This research explores the familial origins and characteristics of
bannermen who applied to take the Imperial Examination and the official careers they pursued as a
result of success in the examination in the first half of the Qing Dynasty (17th -18th centuries).
The research indicated that the familial origins of bannermen who took the Imperial Examination
ranged widely from those from poor families to established clans as well as those who had
high-ranking officials in their immediate families. The findings suggest that acquisition of
Confucian ideas prevailed extensively in bannermen society at that time. Passing the Imperial
Examination provided bannermen with opportunities to establish marital relationships with powerful
ministerial families or secure posts to the imperial princes government, and functioned not only as
an official career path to success in the bureaucratic organization, but also as a means to
establish or strengthen their power bases within the Eight Banners.
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