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i In the second half of the 18th century, especially after the French defeat
in the Seven Years" War, the absolute monarchy undertook the reorganization and reformation of the

army with the collaboration of its officers. The aim of this project is to show how the new
definition of the soldier emerged in the discourse of military elites. By analyzing their arguments

on desertion, discipline and exercise, we will also highlight a new form of power that sought to
influence the bodies and minds of soldiers.
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