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In narrating the expansion of Roman rule in the ancient North Africa, many
scholars have paid much attention to the relationship between Rome and Carthage, a Phoenician
colony. The African natives, Numidians or Mauretanians, have been regarded as only Roman allies or
client states. The research programme paid more attention to the relationship between the native
kingdoms and the Hellenistic world, and showed some new Hellenistic aspects of them.
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