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This study reexamines the Franco-German War of 1870-71 and Otto von
Bismarck"s foreign policy at that time from the perspective of protecting German merchant ships
related to the Paris Declaration of 1856. As a result of this study, the following points have come
to light; (1) to protect German merchant ships around the globe from the French Navy, Bismarck
advocated and implemented a new rule on the protection of merchant ships during the war, and raised
France"s violation of international law (including the Paris Declaration) and used diplomacy to
influence neutral countries; (2) since these measures had no effect, Bismarck was disappointed with
the Paris Declaration and was forced to suggest a deviation from it and withdraw the new rule above
mentioned; (3) the Franco-German clash over the protection of merchant ships was also in Japan.
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