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This study focuses on cases of Jewish conversion to Christianity in early
modern Venice, where the ghetto established a "coexistence based on separation® between Jews and
Christians and examines the social and religious context of their conversion. Jews converted to
escape poverty and to achieve social success. Some converts maintained links with Jewish society
after their conversion and retained their ambivalent identity. These cases were meant to erode the
foundations of "separation-based coexistence®. In other cases, the mothers and wives of male
converts did not always agree with the conversion, and gender differences over conversion could be
detected. Therefore, this study points to a variable and multi-layered relationship between the Jews

and Christians that cannot be captured by a dualistic interpretation of Jews vs. Christians.
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