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In the twelfth- and thirteenth-century Scotland, more and more conflicts
were settled by local clergymen as papal judges-delegate, appointed by the pope in response to
individual appeals. This study attempts to elucidate the relationship between these special trials
and the then forming community of the realm. Revealing the specific connections formed among the
people involved in the trials suggests that the system of papal judges-delegate was one of the

important media through which to form the human networks as the foundation of the community of the
realm.
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