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Elucidating the human activities and_environmental changes at the foot of Mt
Daisen through systematic soil sampling and analysis
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Excavation of the Iwabushi site in Daisen-cho, Saihaku-gun, Tottori

Prefecture, Japan, was conducted, and a total of 32 soil samples were obtained using a hammering
sampler. As a result of the excavation, possible remains of a burned-out dwelling from the Late
Jomon period were found.
The results of plant opal phytolith analysis, pollen analysis, and fine-grained charcoal analysis of
soil samples from the same stratigraphic level indicated that the climate changed from cool before
the formation of the Kuroboku soil to relatively warm and snowy during the Kuroboku soil formation
period and that a grassland-like environment was maintained during the Kuroboku soil layer formation
period bK artificial vegetation interference, such as open burning. The formation of the Kuroboku
Soil may have continued to as late as the Middle Ages. The excavation report was published at the
end of FY2022.
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