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Colonialism and Southward Expansion - Japan®s geographical perception on Asia
and Nan®"yo
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This research focuses on how the Imperial Japan had promoted the regional

Integration of Asia (including Nan"yo),the Greater East Asia Co-prosperity sphere, and how 1t
influenced the local societies. Taiwan was destined to be the base of Japan®s southward expansion
after its occupation in 1895. Since then, Japan expanded its interest towards Southern part of China
and South pacific islands, Taiwan colonial government played the key role in Southward advance
policy. As for the Japanese colonialists, the realization of the Co-Prosperity Sphere was their
ultimate aim, which could only be achieved by drawing on their subject territories.In Nan"yo,various
industries, such as phosphorus mining, manganese mining and sugar industry was exploited. In
development of sugar industry, Taiwan"s experience was trasfered, however few Taiwanese was engaged
in to Nan"yo industry. Athough Taiwan was destined to be the core center of the Southward advance,
it remaied only as an ideology.
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