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Geographical study on the development of support model in home care desert areas
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The study aims to clarify occurrence factors of home-care deserts and
propose support models for the deserts in hilly, mountainous areas and large urban areas. On the one
hand, home-care deserts stem from spatial factors such as topographical constraint or decrease in

medical institutions in the hilly, mountainous areas. On the other, the deserts stem from social
factors such as decline in community function or trend toward the nuclear family in the large urban
areas. The deserts are closely related to wider consultation behaviors, progression of the level of
care needed and social isolation. Livelihood support networks, expected to resolve the home-care
deserts, might be one of the feasible solutions iIn which varied actors participate within and
outside the region based on diversification, decentralization and universalization.
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