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Tenacity of Sarawak lban society seen from modeernization of their living space

Uchibori, Motomitsu
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Observation reseach was conducted on more than 20 Iban longhousese in
various parts of Sarawak, most of which are regarded as "modernised”™ in one sense or another.
Quontitative data with certain depth were obtained from 4 of those longhouses.Admittedly, this
amount of quontative data is not sufficient for getting to a decisive conclusion on multiple aspects

of the modernisation of longhouses, including, above all, socio-economic background factors, from
the state of Sarawak as a whole. However, the total hear-say information obtained during the
research period enables enables us to describe subjective views of the residents in question on the
topic. Their recollections of oler forms of longhouses, which | tried to record sometimes with
graphic designs, are important when we discuss the long-term stability of their redidential forms as
well as local variations of the physical structures of the longhouses.
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