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An Anthropological Study of the Genesis of “"Negative Heritage" in the
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This study attempted to clarify how Minamata disease came to be positioned
as a "negative heritage" by conducting field research in Minamata City, Kumamoto Prefecture, over a
total period of seven months. As a result, the following three conclusions were drawn. First, the
materials and objects collected as evidence in the Minamata disease movement constituted the core of
the "negative heritage”. Second, state policies had a major impact on the process by which Minamata
disease came to be used for regional development. Third, while many Minamata citizens are still not
comfortable with Minamata disease being used as a "negative heritage”, it has become an integral
part of Minamata®s image as an environmental model city.
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