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The Niassene brotherhood, a branch of the Tijaniyya Islamic Sufi Order in

Senegal, has, unlike other Senegalese muslims, women leaders (mugaddama) in its members. lbrahima
Niasse, its founder, thinking that it’ s true strict separation of men and women is necessary, but
there’ s no distinction of sex in front of god s eyes, gave leader’ s licence to some women
expecting that they can easily teach other women. Some of Niasse’ s daughters went to foreign
countries and taught the doctrines of the Niassene to women there. So they greatly contributed to
the expansion of the branch.

In Dakar, the capital of Senegal, where there is no conspicuous gender segregation with
urbanization and increasing immigrants, many women Niassene leaders who are not Niasse’ s daughters,
and who have on average more than 100 disciples of both sexes, have come to take an active part
since 2000 or so and enjoy a high reputaion.
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