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o o There has been a common, implicit assumption that for the legitimacy of a
state it is sufficient to demonstrate it from the viewpoint of its members.

However, the mere fact
that a state is premised on a defined scope of membership raises the issue of external moral
legitimacy. The issue is responded by separating the political legitimacy of a state from the law"s
legitimacy at domestic and international levels, and conceptualising the former as having an

external aspect of equality between individuals holding a status of members of respective states, as
well as an internal aspect of equality between compatriots.
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