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The Russian Constitutional Court, actively contributing to guaranteeing
human rights in the 1990s, became more subordinate to the political sector in the 2000s, but its
activities are still active. This "activism" under the authoritarian regime is partly due to the
fact that it still plays an active role in guaranteeing human rights, using the principle of
proportionality to constitutional review and reforming the formal application of the law by ordinary

courts through its "decisions.” On the other hand, the Constitutional Court is also active in terms
of legitimizing the actions of power through the application of the "value theory approach” and the
review of judgments of the European Court of Human Rights. In this way, the Constitutional Court
uses the two faces of maintaining the rule of law and defending autocracy to ensure its survival in
an authoritarian regime.
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