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Rape suits disguised - what were the husbands® true wish ?

Kitano, Kaoru

1,900,000

15 ( "rape"
civil trespass

There are so many "rape as civil trespass™ cases on the plea rolls of the
King"s Bench plea side, with the same pattern of the wordings and steps. Considering those, 1
conclude that the aims of those pleas were not the compensation for the violence against the
plaintiff"s wife, but to publicise the unfitness to continue marriage, even to close or deny their
marital status.

I found few cases in which the defendant argued that at that time she was the plaintiff's wife, but

after the reconciliation between them, she i1s now the wife of the defendant. But I could not
certify those "marriages” were formal according to Church Law.

15 rape (civil trespass)
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Common Law Divorce
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