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Understanding the Political Roles of the Agricultural Cooperatives in the
Japanese Post-1955 Regime
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This study analyzes the evolution and challenges of the political influence
of agricultural cooperatives, JA, through their relationship with the government and the ruling
party. During the research period, the focus was on examining JA’ s political activities and their
impact, clarifying JA'" s role in agricultural policy. The study also investigated the policy
process, comparing the influence of the cabinet and that of the ruling party over time. The
responses and limitations of JA to major policy issues such as TPP negotiations, JA reforms, and
amendments to the Basic Law on Food, Agriculture, and Rural Areas were scrutinized. Additionally,
the impact of institutional changes like electoral system reforms and the strengthening of cabinet
functions on JA was considered, analyzin? JA" s efforts to rebuild its political influence in
response. Furthermore, the political influence of agricultural policy lawmakers allied with JA was
examined in detail.
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