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The analysis of the long-term effect of lowering of voting age from 18 to 20
among Japanese young people
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This study examines the causal effect of lowering the voting age from 20 to
18 on political attitudes and elucidates the political decision process of young people in Japan.
For these purposes, we conducted two original online survey for Japanese young people in 2019 and
2020. The findings of the empirical analysis are as follows. First, the long-term effects of
lowering the voting age on political attitudes such as political interest were null, and the
short-term effects were also not statistically significant. Second, this study finds that Japanese
young people tend to use visual cues when they choose candidates in elections. Results of the
conjoint survey experiment show that the causal effect of “ smile” on voting choice was
statistically significant. However, at the same time, we also found that participants were less
likely to rely on the "smile" cues when the candidates’ policy stances are clear.
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