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Elucidation of changes of government in Japanese local politics
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The study explored what factors contribute to change of mayor at the city
level. It also explored the process of the formation of the political base for the newly elected
mayors. The analysis found that the situation in previous mayoral elections was closely linked to
the change of government in the city. It was also found that mayors who were more flexible in
revising their own policies after being elected, rather than sticking to their own policies or
reviewing existing projects, were more likely to continue to be re-elected.
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