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The first chapter of the UN Charter contains an article on the preservation
of human rights without discrimination on grounds of sex, language, religion or race. It must have
been an uneasy task for the United States to include racial equality as one of the founding
principles of a newly established international organization. Analyzing primary and secondary
sources, this study concludes that the idea was first raised in the draft of the Declaration of
Human Rights prepared by the State Department in 1943, and that an unofficial political group
closely associated with the State Department was also highly conscious of the US achieving a
racially equal society. At the last moment, the Soviet Union also changed its policy at the San
Francisco meeting and accepted the phrases now included in the UN Charter.
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