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Surrounding the Selection of Japanese Candidates
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This study focuses on the relationship between the Nobel Prize in Literature

and Japan during the decade 1958-1968. The four Japanese candidates during this period were
Junichiro Tanizaki, Junzaburo Nishiwaki, Yasunari Kawabata and Yukio Mishima. These four were
competing to become the first Japanese to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. Based on the archives
of the Swedish Academy, which selects the winners, and other documents, this study clarifies the
selection process and clarifies how Kawabata Yasunari was ultimately awarded the prize in 1968. The
Nobel Prize in Literature is considered to be determined purely on the basis of literary evaluation,
but in reality, the award was the result of a complicated process involving various actors.
Kawabata™s award was the result of a decade-long political dynamic over "literature”.
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