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This study analyzes how the security triangle of US-Japan-ROK has changed

during and after the Cold War period, with the methodology of combining historical research based on
primary sources and policy-oriented analysis. Major findings of the study are: 1) "strategy
factors™ concerning the geopolitical changes in East Asia are more important in the the security
relations between Japan and the ROK than "history factors" about the colonial the past, 2) in
particular, differing views on the changes in the Korean Peninsula have affected significantly the
public opinions in Japan and the ROK, 3) East Asian policies of the U.S. administrations have played
a decisive and defining role in the formation of the triangle security relations, 4) the relative
significance of the US-Japan-ROK security is changing in the midst of diverse mini-lateral security
frameworks that are emerging in the region, making the policy tasks more complicated.
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