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In contrast to the conventional image of Robbins, who is thought to have
built the methodological foundations of economics on the basis of rational acts of choice, Robbins”
assumption of the economic agent is not only strictly rational, but also extends to irrational
behavior and anomalies, such as those focused on by H. Simon. This methodological range is not
unique to Robbins. Taking into account that such a position can be found in the genealogy of modern
British economics beginning with W.S. Jevons, as well as the similarity with V. Pareto®s illogical
acts in the field of sociology, this study reveals that various perspectives on the irrationality of

action were found in economics in the early 20th century.
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