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In this study, we demonstrate how_ ICT-enabled offshoring, driven by
cross-border movements of skilled labor, has transformed international trade in services since the
2008 global financial crisis.For this purpose, we employed network theory as an analytical
framework, and then we conducted a panel data analysis and graphical modeling analysis. Our analysis

yields three observations. First, high-income nations traditionally have stronger services trade
links with the U.S due to income level proximity. Second, H-1B and L-1 visas appeal to skilled labor
in low-income countries and create intensive human resource networks, leading to the expansion of
services trade with the U.S. Third, cross-border human networks of skilled labor, as well as ICT
networks, have become more significant driving forces to expand international services trade since
2009, while the impact of income level proximity has become less significant and indirect.
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