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i i Globalization has worsened socioeconomic disparity between regions that
enjoy agglomeration economies and have access to good economic infrastructure, and those that lack

such infrastructure. Traditionally, researchers have often used regional GDP data from regional
income accounts to measure regional income disparities. However, regional GDP is only a measure of
the value added generated by productive activities and may not necessarily reflect the standard of
living in each region. To address this limitation, this study utilized household survey data to
estimate regional and urban-rural disparities in several developing Asian countries and examined the
extent to which these disparities contribute to household income or consumption expenditure
inequality. The study also explored policies that could help reduce such inequality.
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