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The research has been significantly delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Although I conducted a survey of previous studies and several preliminary analyses, | did not
advance the research in earnest until 2023. 1 conducted fieldwork in China in 2023. | selected 28
cities in 11 provinces with varying levels of economic development, marketization, ethnic
composition, administrative efficiency, and aging population. 1 surveyed over 100 government
agencies and facilities and more than 1,000 individuals regarding regional disparities in medical
insurance and welfare services, as well as the employment and nursing care choices of the elderly.

Through the fieldwork, I realized that many of the previous hypotheses differed from the reality,
and 1 plan to proceed with the analysis based on the survey results.
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