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The purpose of our study is to examine the policy effects on women®s
employment and the resulting spillover effects on income inequality. As the main research findings,
Shikata (2020) showed that despite the increase in the employment rate of married women from the
1990s to the 2000s, the percentage of couples where both spouses were in regular employment did not
increase because of the expansion of non-regular employment among married women. As a result, the
income inequality did not increase. Next, Shikata (2022) analyzed the impact of the increase in the
age for receiving pension benefits and the revision of the Act on Stabilization of Employment of
Elderly Persons on the employment of elderly women. The analysis shows that the increase in the age
for receiving pension benefits did not increase the likelihood of older women continuing to work
until the 2012 revision of the Act, and after the revision non-regular employment increased.
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