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An economic analﬁsis of the spread of agricultural techniques and land rental
market in Hokuriku and Miyagi during 1910-1930
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This study analyzes agricultural techniques based on organic fertilizer in
Toyama and Ishikawa prefectures of Japan during the interwar period. Prior to the widespread use of
chemical fertilizers, Japanese farmers employed organic fertilizers in a different manner compared
to Europe. Firstly, they utilized human manure instead of animal manure. Secondly, they directly
incorporated wild grass and straw into paddy fields, while also planting green manure such as
Chinese milk vetch or legumes in specific regions. Finally, commercially available organic
fertilizers, such as dried sardines or soybean cakes, played a significant role.
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