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Under the new trade mechanism that emerged from treaty relation between

Western states and China in the second half of the 19th century, the Chinese Maritime Custom (CMC)
faced the challenge of taking over and modifying the long lasting tributary trade system between the
Qing dynasty and the East and Southeast Asian region. Some of the former tributary state, such as
Siam, became non-treaty states, and this research reveals how the CMC oscillated between so-called
tributary and treaty relations in terms of trade with these non-treaty states. It can be argued that
the CMC addressed the non-treaty states not only in terms of trade statistics but also in terms of
maritime infrastructure development projects by incorporating them within the treaty ports system.

However, this was a distinct approach from the diplomatic treatment of non-treaty states discussed
by the Qing government.
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