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A Study of Sailing Ships in the Early Modern Era
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This study focuses on the maritime transporters (small sailboats called "
Bansen™) engaged in the transportation of Miike coal and the ship wholesalers of the Shimabara
Peninsula, analyzing the actual conditions and changes in coal distribution in the mid-19th century.
As Miike coal expanded its market, particularly among the salt fields of the Seto Inland Sea, the
ship wholesalers in Shimabara played an increasingly important role in mediating coal transactions.
This study examines the transactional relationships among the ship wholesalers of Shimabara, the
maritime transporters, and the Miike coal mines, highlighting the diversity of commercial functions
held by the ship wholesalers.
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