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Findings obtained using the structural equation model, indicate that the
country of origin highly influences perceptions of food risk and purchase
intentions. Subsequently, a neuroimaging study was conducted to supplement the survey findings. The
analysis of neural activations using fMRI showed that food preference rises with an increase in
distance from the origin, which is the Fukushima area. The fMRI showed that the left inferior
frontal gyrus and right hippocampus, which are related to semantic memory retrieval and spatial
information processing, were activated during the evaluation of food preference and the distance
from Fukushima.
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