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This study aimed to elucidate the social determinants leading African
farmers to engage in artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM), yielding four key findings. Firstly,
insights were obtained regarding the interconnected economic and social roles played by ASM.
Secondly, implications were gained concerning ASM miners® attachment to local communities and their
social bonds therein. Thirdly, an analysis was conducted on the relationship between ASM miners”
livelihood sustenance and their choice of mining resources. Finally, a synthesis was made of
findings focusing on ASM as a means of livelihood and the social practices surrounding ASM. These
outcomes examine how farmers®™ involvement in ASM for livelihood sustenance is influenced by social
relationships.
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