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Why do victims feel guilty? : Empirical study on evacuation difficulties and
social approval
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In this stud%, we analyzed the feelings of survivor guilt seen in the
victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake from three points of view: 1) reflection of primitive
communality, 2) inequity in social exchange, and 3) internalization of negative public opinion. And
we have sought the ways to alleviate this feeling of survivor guilt through social approval. Through
this research, it became clear that the just-world hypothesis plays a major role not only in the
feeling of guilt for survivors but also in the bashing of victims and the doctrine of divine
retribution.
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