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By examining how policies on reproductive control were formulated during the
U.S. occupation of Japan, this study clarified questions such as what kind of qualities deemed
unfit for parenthood, or babies undesired to be born. While SCAP questioned detailed items in the
Eugenic Protection Law s sterilization clauses, they did not challenge its legality. The
legalization of abortion was enabled primarily by targeting babies conceived with enemy soldiers
during repatriation or with the Allied staff during the occupation period, emphasizing the control
of population "quality". Conversely, SCAP"s strong directives prompted the Japanese government to
shift focus towards contraception, discouraging abortions as a population “ quantity” control.
Additionally, in the post-occupation period, the American influence persisted in the form of
financial aids from the American philanthropic organizations in the field of contraception programs.
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Maho Toyoda

"Eugenic Protection Laws: Enacted in Japan and Suspended in Okinawa'

The Modern East Asia: Japan Seminar, Columbia University, November 16, 2022
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Sterilization Law in the U.S. Occupation of Japan, 1945-52

Online International Workshop, 9:30am(JST)/8:30pm(EDT) to 11:00/10:00 on August 26, 2021.
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