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In this study, | analyzed the theme of the formation and transformation of
the ideal human image in the urban new middle class of the Taisho and early Showa periods from a
sociological perspective. Although the new urban middle class in modern Japan accounted for only a
small percentage of the population at the time, they have had a significant impact on Japanese
society up to the present day. This is because they were the prototype of postwar middle-class
culture, both in terms of lifestyle and values. The purpose of this study is to examine the culture
and values of the new urban middle class in modern Japan. For this purpose, 1 referred to the works
of Kuni Sasaki, a popular novelist of the time. He was popular for his novels depicting the daily
life of the new urban middle class in the Taisho and early Showa periods. The analysis revealed that
the values and culture of the new urban middle class at that time were not monolithic but
multilayered.
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