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Citizenship policy and the transformation of national self-undetstanding in
Germany: 20 years after the citizenship reform

Sato, Shigeki
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Over the past two decades, Germany"s citizenship poIicx has become more
liberal™. While it is now easier for foreigners to acquire the German citizenship than ever before,
the requirements for naturalization, such as proof of German language proficiency, passing a
naturalization test, the obligation to take an oath to the Constitution, etc. are now more clearly
defined. Since 2015, the biggest point of controversy regarding citizenship has been the issue of
multiple citizenship. Conservatives who oppose its general acceptance demand a single and
indivisible will of belonging to the nation, while left-liberals who favor it seek to respect
diversity and freedom of choice. But both sides support the "integration” of immigrants into the
German society on the basis of "civic" concept of nationhood. In Germany today, except for radical
right-wing forces, there are no forces advocating a return to jus sanguinis (the principle of

blood).
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