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A sociological study on the communication about genome editing technology in the
area of agro-food system
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This study describes consumer opposition toward genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) in Japan in response to gene editing technology that may not be subjected to the
Cartagena Act regulating GMOs, since edited organisms cannot be distinguished from naturally
occurring ones. The notion of naturalness, criticized as unscientific In the past, has become a
scientific reason to exempt gene editing from regulations. Qualitative research of three consumer
organizations and text analysis of public comments to the Ministry of the Environment confirmed the
emergence of naturalness in the discursive space between experts and consumers.
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