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The harm reduction approach in the East Asia: its influence, adoption and
development to the existing social care systems for PUDs (persons who use drugs

Suh, Sookja
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i Harm reduction is an approach for help drug users to protect their health
that dates back in 1980' s Europe. How was the idea of harm reduction introduced and accepted to

Japan and other Asian countries? This study investigated the acceptance and localization of this
approach in the East Asian region, including Japan, focusing on the process of “ translative
adaptation” . For this purpose, we conducted field survey in Japan and several Asian and European
countries. In each country, integrative programs are likely to be appreciated rather than single

issue intervention program. In Japan, there has been notable attention to integrating harm
reduction within medical practices.
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