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An empirical study on the development of elementary school English teacher
training curriculum through a comparison of Japan and Korea

KIM, Hyun-Sook

3,300,000

COVID-19

This research empirically examined the ideal way of Japanese and South
Korean elementary school English teacher training curriculum that can respond to
internationalization. In light of the impact of COVID-19, two alternative approaches were explored.
First, an analysis of elementary school English textbooks in both countries revealed that Japan
includes a variety of diverse cultures requiring teachers” ingenuity. In contrast, South Korea
deeply covers fewer diverse cultural topics, but its textbooks are structured to facilitate
teaching. Second, in South Korea, classroom observations in elementary schools, interviews with
teachers, and interviews with experts revealed that teachers refine their English teaching skills
during the preparation stages of teacher recruitment exams. In Japan, a questionnaire survey was
conducted among elementary school teachers and the responses were collected.
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