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In Scotland and Australia, for example, quality assurance systems have been
developed by linking systems related to teacher education to one other, and to the values embedded
in the curriculum for primary and secondary education. Furthermore, the ecological and social
environmental requirements described by the concept of teacher agency support the professionalism of

teachers, and the concept of teacher professionalism is being constantly redefined in relation to
these requirements. In Japan, on the other hand, teacher expertise is still based on personal
qgualities, as in the case of the teacher qualities defined by the Central Council for Education, for
example, and it is difficult to say how these qualities are defined and how they function in the
context of overall qualifications and abilities.
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