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Historical research on educational finance in Hokkaido from 1869 to 1886
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Hokkaido Development Commission made it a policy to introduce Western
science and technology, and to carry out the Hokkaido development project. The Commission dispatched
international students and set up schools for foreigners to teach, at a huge amount of government

funds. After the establishment of the Sapporo Head Office Academic Affairs Bureau in 1874, the

Commission shifted the educational policy to establish and spread schools in communities, and

enforced elementary school subsidy system. However, with the spread of schools, the cost of

education has increased. As a breakthrough measure, the Commission Hakodate Branch Office subsidized
land in the community where the school was opening. In each community, residents used the land

and provided the income for the school maintenance expenses.
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